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EDUCATION BACKGROUND 
 
• 1998: Ph.D., Social Sciences, International Development Studies (IDS), Roskilde University, 

Denmark. 
• 1990: M.A., Government, University of Nairobi, Kenya. 
• 1987: B.A., University of Nairobi, Kenya. 
 
Present occupation: Associate Research Professor – Institute for Development Studies  
 
Associate Director, Institute for Development Studies (IDS), University of Nairobi, Kenya 
 
SUMMARY OF EXPERIENCE 
 
Prof. Karuti Kanyinga is an accomplished development researcher and scholar with extensive 
national and international experience and exposure. He has carried out many research 
programmes and projects at the Institute for Development Studies (IDS), University of Nairobi, 
in the last 29 years. He has published extensively on development and governance and is 
renowned for his contributions to scholarship and knowledge in governance and development. 
Prof. Kanyinga is renowned particularly for his extensive research and publications on land 
rights; civil society and development; ethnicity and development; and electoral politics and 
development. In addition to contribution to scholarship, he has experience in Monitoring and 
Evaluation of major development programmes; he has experience in tracking implementation of 
development programmes. 
 
Prof. Kanyinga has been engaged in graduate teaching and training programmes at the IDS and 
undertakes several administrative and research responsibilities at the Institute. He has 
conceptualised, sought funding and coordinated several research projects at the University. Prof. 
Kanyinga has supervised many MA and PhD students at the IDS, other departments of the 
University of Nairobi. He is an external examiner in several universities in Eastern and Southern 
Africa region where he has examined many undergraduate and graduate students. 
 
Prof. Kanyinga’s work has a strong practical bent. He has been involved in the design and 
implementation of several large-scale program interventions in governance and development. He 
has led teams of project managers and researchers in the delivery of large, complex multi-donor 
funded initiatives.  He is widely travelled and has participated in many international conferences 
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and events and presented papers on governance and development issues. He has served as a 
resource person in the area of governance, project planning and implementation, among others, 
for many international organizations including the World Bank, USAID and other bilateral 
agencies. Further, he made intellectual contributions to the society through participation in 
community development efforts as well as providing intellectual insights on many national and 
international issues. He has served as a resource person in the area of development studies for 
many international organisations in Africa.  
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
REFEREED JOURNALS AND WORKING PAPERS 
 

1. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2019. Political Economy of Kenya and the 2017 General Election, 
Observatoire de l'Afrique de l'Est, Note n°9, mars 2019. 

2. Kanyinga, Karuti, Co-edited with Nic Cheeseman, Karuti Kanyinga, Gabrielle Lynch, 
Mutuma Ruteere & Justin Willis, 2019. “Kenya’s 2017 elections: winner-takes-all politics as 
usual?” Journal of Eastern African Studies 13(2). Pp, 215-234. 

3. Kanyinga, Karuti (and Collins Odote, 2019. “Judicialisation of politics and Kenya’s 2017 
Elections.” Journal of Eastern African Studies  13(2). Pp 235-252. 

 
4. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2018. ‘Elections Without Constitutionalism: Votes, Violence, and 

Democracy Gaps in Africa.’ African Journal of Democracy and Development, Vol.5. No. 4, 
pp 147-168 

 
5. Kanyinga, Karuti (2016). “Devolution and New Politics of Development in Kenya. African 

Studies Review,” Vol. 59, No. 3, 155-167. 
 

6. With Colin Poulton), 2014. The Politics of Revitalising Agriculture in Kenya. Development 
Policy Review, 2014, 32 (S2): pp151-172. 
 

7. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2014. Kenya: Democracy and Political Participation. Discussion Paper. A 
Review by AfriMap, Open Society Initiative for Eastern Africa, and the Institute for 
Development Studies. Nairobi: Open Society Initiative for Eastern Africa. 
 

8. (With David Booth, Brian Cooksey, Frederick Golooba-Mutebi). 2014. East African 
Prospects: An Update on the Political Economy of Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania and Uganda. 
ODI Report. 
 

9. (With Colin Poulton), 2013. ‘The Politics of Revitalising Agriculture in Kenya’. Futures 
Agriculture Consortium (FAC) Working Paper 059. www.future-agriculture.org, April 2013 
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10. Kanyinga, Karuti and Sophie Walkers. 2013. Building a Political Settlement: The 

International Approach to Kenya’s 2008 Post-Election Crisis. Stability: International Journal 
of Security and Development 2(2), pp. 1-21 

 
11. Long, James, D., Kanyinga, Karuti.,Ferree, Karen., and Gibson, Clark. 2013. Choosing Peace 

over Democracy. Journal of Democracy Vol. 24, No. 3, 2013. Pp. 140-155. 
 
12. Kamau, P., Michuki, G., Kanyinga, K. 2013. Aid, Governance and Development in Africa. 

Listening to New Voice. IDS Occasional Paper 
 

13. Kanyinga, Karuti and James D. Long. 2012. The Political Economy of Reforms in Kenya: 
The Post-2007 Election Violence and a New Constitution. African Studies Review. Vol. 55. 
No.1 pp31-51 
 

14. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2011. ‘Stopping the Conflagration: The Response of the Kenyan Civil 
Society to the post-2007 Election Violence’ in Politikon: South African Journal of Political 
Studies. 38(1), 83-107. 
 

15. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2009. The Legacy of the White Highlands: land rights, ethnicity, and post-
2007 election violence in Kenya. In the Journal of Contemporary African Studies, 27:3,325-
344. 
 

16. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2009: ‘Civil Society and Social Capital in East Africa’, in International 
Encyclopaedia of Civil Society. New York: Springer 

 
17. Kanyinga, Karuti and Edith Adera. 2009. Rethinking Development Research: Trends in the 

East African Region. IDS Occasional Paper No. 72. Nairobi: Institute for Development 
Studies, University of Nairobi. 

18. With Winnie Mitualla and Kaendi Munguti. 2007. ‘Still on the Road: Decentralisation and 
Women’s Citizenship in Kenya’. CBR Occasional Paper No. 6/2007. Centre for Basic 
Research (CBR) Kampala. 

19. With Rosemary Atieno. 2007. The Revitalisation of Kenya Cooperative Creameries (KCC): 
The Politics of Policy Reforms in the Dairy Sector in Kenya. Future Agricultures working 
paper. IDS, Sussex, Future Agricultures Consortium. www.future-agricultures.org. 

20. With David Ndii. 2007. The December 2007 Kenya Presidential Election: Where did fraud 
occur? In Pambazuka. 21 January 2007. 
www.pambazuka.org/actionalerts/comments/where_did_fraud_occur/  
 

21. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2004. ‘Citizenship and Globalisation’, with Chachage Chachage 
Introduction to the Special issue of Africa Development Vol.(XXVIII) No. 1&2, 2003 

 
22. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2004. ‘Citizenship and Rights: The Failures of Post-colonial State’ in 
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Chachage Chachage and Karuti Kanyinga, (eds.) Globalisation and Citizenship, Special issue 
of Africa Development Vol. XXVIII No. 1&2, 2003. 

 
23. Kanyinga, Karuti and Jeremiah Owiti. 2003. ‘Development of Civil Society in Kenya’ in 

Outi, H. (ed) in ‘Voices from Southern Civil Society: Interplay of National and Global 
Contexts in the Performance of Civil Society in the South’. Helsinki: Institute of 
Development Studies, Policy Paper No 6/2003. 

 
24. Kanyinga, Karuti and John Njoka. 2002. 'Youth and Urban politics in Kenya'. In 

International Journal of Sociology. Vol. 5 No. 1: Nov. 2002 
 

25. Kanyinga, Karuti.1998. ‘Politics and Struggles of Access to Land: ‘Grants from above’ and 
‘squatters’ in Coastal Kenya’, European Journal of Development Research, Vol. 10, No. 2, 
1998.  

 
26. Kanyinga, Karuti. 1997 (with Ng’ethe, Njuguna – first Author): ‘The Politics of 

Democratisation through Decentralization: Policy and Practice with emphasis on the District 
Focus for Rural Development’, in Barkan, Joel.,(ed). Decentralisation and Democratisation in 
Sub-Saharan Africa. Occasional Paper No.45-49. International Programme, University of 
Iowa, 1998. 

 
27. Kanyinga, Karuti. 1997. The Land Question and Politics of Tenure Reforms in Kenya’, in 

IRDCurrents, No. 12, Department of Rural Development Studies, Swedish University of 
Agricultural Sciences, Uppsala, 1997. 

 
28. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2000: Into the Land Question in Kenya: Alienation of Public Land and 

Intensity of Landlessness, in “Alienation of Public Land in Kenya” Seminar Series report, 3, 
2000. Nairobi: Catholic University of East Africa, 2000. 

 
29. Kanyinga, Karuti.1998(a): Struggles of Access to Land: the Squatter Question in Coastal 

Kenya", CDR Working Paper no. 98.7, Centre for Development Research, Copenhagen. 
 

30. Kanyinga, Karuti.1998(b): "Contestation over political space: the state and demobilization of 
Party politics in Kenya" CDR Working Paper No. 98.12, Centre for Development Research, 
Copenhagen.  

  
31. 1996: ‘Struggles of Access to Land: The Land Question, Accumulation and Changing Politics 

in Kenya’, Working Paper No. 504, IDS, University of Nairobi, 1996. 
 

32. 1992: With Ng'ethe, Njuguna.; ‘The Politics of Development Space in Kenya: The state and 
NGOs in the Delivery of Basic Services in Kenya’, Working Paper No. 486, IDS, University 
of Nairobi, 1992. 

 
REFEREED CHAPTERS IN BOOKS 
 
33. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2019.' Civic and political representation' in "Inclusive Cities for 2030: 

Towards an enabling environment for urban inclusion', Paris: UNESCO (forthcoming) 
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34. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2017. ‘Demystifying politics of land tenure: Okoth-Ogendo and the concept 

of land in Africa’, in Patricia Kamere-Mbote and Collins Odote, (eds), The Gallant Academic: 
Essays in Honour of H. W. O. Okoth-Ogendo. Nairobi: University of Nairobi, School of Law. 
 

35. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2013. Pluralism, Ethnicity, and Governance in Kenya’, in Yash Pal Ghai 
and Jill Cottrell Ghai, Ethnicity, Nationhood, and Pluralism: Kenyan Perspectives. Nairobi: 
Global Centre for Pluralism, Ottawa, and The Katiba Institute, Nairobi. 
 

36. Kanyinga, Karuti., Duncan Okello., and Akoko Akech. 2010. ‘Contradictions of Transition to 
Democracy in Fragmented Societies: The Kenya 2007 General Elections in Perspective’ in 
Karuti Kanyinga and Duncan Okello (ed). Tensions and Reversals in Democratic Transitions: 
The Kenya 2007 General Elections. Nairobi: Society for International Development and 
Institute for Development Studies (IDS), University of Nairobi 

37. Kanyinga, Karuti., James Long., and David Ndii. 2010. ‘Was it Rigged? A Forensic Analysis 
of Vote Returns in Kenya’s 2007 Elections’ in Karuti Kanyinga and Duncan Okello (ed). 
Tensions and Reversals in Democratic Transitions: The Kenya 2007 General Elections. 
Nairobi: Society for International Development and Institute for Development Studies (IDS), 
University of Nairobi. 

38. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2010. ‘Stopping the Conflagration: The Response of the Kenyan Civil 
Society to the post-2007 Election Violence’ in David Everatt (ed), South African Civil Society 
and Xenophobia. Johannesburg: The Atlantic Philanthropies. 

39. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2009. ‘Land Redistribution in Kenya’ in Binswanger-Mkhize, Hans P., 
Camille Bourguignon, and Rogier van den Brink (ed.) Agricultural land redistribution: 
Towards greater consensus. Washington D.C: The World Bank. 

 
40. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2008. ‘Struggles for Sustainable Land Management and Democratic 

Development in Kenya: A History of Greed and Grievances’ in Amanor, Kojo, s. and Sam 
Moyo (ed). Land and Sustainable Development in Africa. London: Zed Books. 

 
41. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2008. ‘Contradictions in Neo-liberalism: Donors and Human Rights CSOs 

in Kenya’, in Makau Mutua (ed). Human Rights NGOs in East Africa. Philadelphia: 
University of Pennsylvania Press.  

 
42. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2007. ‘Bananas and Oranges: Ethnicity and Failed Constitutional Reform 

in Kenya’, in Oloka-Onyango, J., and Muwanga, N. (ed.). Debating form and Substance in 
Africa’s new Governance Models. Kampala: Fountain publishers. 

 
43. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2007. Governance Institutions and Inequality in Kenya’, in Society for 

International Development (SID), Readings on Inequality in Kenya: Sectoral Dynamics and 
Perspectives. Nairobi: Society for International Development (SID). 

 
44. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2007. ‘Steaming Cups: Reforms and Problems in the Coffee Trade in 

Kenya’ in McCormick, D., Alila, P., and Omosa, M. (Eds.). African Business Systems. 
Nairobi: University of Nairobi Press. 
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45. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2007. ‘Political Change in Kenya’ 1991 - 2002, in Wanyande, P., Omosa, 

M. and Chweya, L., (Eds.). Governance and Transition politics in Kenya. Nairobi: University 
of Nairobi Press. 

 
46. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2006. ‘Ethnic inequalities and governance of the public sector in Kenya’ in 

Bangura, Yusuf (ed). Ethnicity, Inequalities and public sector. London: Pelgrave Macmillan.  
 
47. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2005. When Bullets begin to follower: the security question and the 

constitution in Kenya. Nairobi: Claripress ltd. 
 
48. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2005. ‘Speaking to the past and the present: the land question in the draft 

constitution of Kenya’ in Kindiki, Kithure and Osogo Ambani (ed). The Anatomy of Bomas: 
Selected analysis of the 2004 Draft Constitution of Kenya. Nairobi: Claripress ltd. 

 
49. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2004. The Civil Society and Democratization Process in Kenya’, in Mushi, 

S., Mukandala, R., and Yahya-Othman, S., (eds) Democratic Transition in East Africa. 
Nairobi: East African Education Publishers. 

 
50. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2004. Mitullah, W., Odhiambo., Wojciech, S., and Salamon., 2004. 

‘Dimensions of the Non-Profit Sector in Kenya’ in Salamon, L, S., Wojciech Sokolowski, 
and Associates (ed). Global Civil Society. New York: Kumarian Press 

 
51. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2004. ‘Civil Society Formations in Kenya: A growing Role in 

Development and Democracy’ in Duncan, Okello (ed). Civil Society in the Third Republic. 
Nairobi: NGO Council. 

 
52. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2004. Contributed Chapter three - ‘Democratic Pluralism and Participatory 

Governance’ in the 3rd Kenya Human Development Report, Participatory Governance for 
Human Development. Nairobi: Institute for Development Studies and United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP). 

 
53. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2003. ‘Limitations of Political Liberalisation: parties and electoral politics 

in Kenya’, in Oyugi, W., Wanyande, P., and Odhiambo-Mbai., (ed). The Politics of 
Transition in Kenya: From Kanu to Narc. Nairobi: Heinrich Boll Foundation. 

 
54. Kanyinga, Karuti, and Michael Cowen. 2002. ‘The 1997 Elections in Kenya: the Politics of 

Communality and Locality,’ in Cowen Mike and Lisa Laakso (ed.), Multi-party Elections in 
Africa. London: James Currey (London: James Currey). 

 
55. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2001 “Mix and Match them: Party, Persons and the 1997 General Elections 

in Meru and Embu Region of Kenya” in Marcel R, Mazrui, A., and Grignon, F (ed.,). Out of 
the Count: The 1997 General Elections and Prospectus for Democracy in Kenya. Kampala: 
Fountain Publishers. 

 
56. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2001. "Governance and Leadership in Africa" in Bahemuka, J. and 

Brockington. J. East Africa in Transition: Communities, Culture and Change. Nairobi: Acton 
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publishers. 
 

57. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2000: “Beyond the Colonial Legacy: the land question, politics and 
constitutionalism in Kenya”, in Wanjala, Smokin (ed.,). Essays on Land Law: the Reform 
Debate in Kenya. Nairobi: Faculty of Law, University of Nairobi, 2000. 

 
58. Kanyinga, Karuti. 1998(a): Politics and Struggles for Access to Land: ‘Grants from Above’ 

and Squatters’ in Coastal Kenya, in Lund, C., (ed)., Development and Rights: Negotiating 
Justice in Changing Societies. London: Frank Cass, 1998.  

 
59. Kanyinga, Karuti. 1998(b): ‘Contestation over Political Space: The State and Demobilization 

of Opposition Politics in Kenya’, in Olukoshi, A. O.,(ed.) The Politics of Opposition in 
Contemporary Africa. Uppsala: Nordic Africa Institute, 1998. 

 
60. Kanyinga, Karuti. 1995(a): ‘The Politics of Development Space: the State and Voluntary 

Organizations in Basic Service Delivery in Kenya’, in Semboja, J., and O. Therkildsen., 
(Eds.), Service Provision under Stress in East Africa. London: James Currey, 1995. 

 
61. Kanyinga, Karuti. 1995(b): The Changing Development Space in Kenya: Socio-political 

Change and Voluntary Development Activities, in Gibbon, P., (ed)., Markets, Civil Society 
and Democracy in Kenya. Uppsala: Nordic African Institute, 1995. 

 
62. Kanyinga, Karuti. 1994: Ethnicity, Patronage and Class in a Local Arena: "High" and "Low" 

politics in Kiambu, Kenya, 1982-92’, in Gibbon, P., (ed) The New Local Level Politics in 
East Africa. Research Report No. 95. Uppsala: Nordic African Institute, 1994. 

 
63. Kanyinga, Karuti. 1993. ‘The Socio-political Context of the Growth of Non-Governmental 

Organizations (NGOs) in Kenya’, in Gibbon, P., (ed) Social Change and Economic Reform in 
Africa. Uppsala: Nordic African Institute, 1993. 

 
REFEREED BOOKS AND MONOGRAPHS 
 
64. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2014. Kenya: Democracy and Political Participation. A Review by 

AfriMap, Open Society Initiative for Eastern Africa, and the Institute for Development 
Studies. Nairobi: Open Society Initiative for Eastern Africa. 

65. Kanyinga, Karuti and Duncan Okello (ed). 2010. Tensions and Reversals in Democratic 
Transitions: The Kenya 2007 General Elections. Nairobi: Society for International 
Development and Institute for Development Studies (IDS), University of Nairobi. 

66. Kanyinga, Karuti, Winnie Mitullah, and Sebastian Njagi. 2007. The Non-Profit Sector in 
Kenya. Size, Scope, and Financing. Nairobi: Institute for Development Studies (IDS). 

 
67. Kanyinga, Karuti, Winnie Mitullah, and Sebastian Njagi. 2007. The Non-Profit Sector in 

Kenya: what we know and what we don’t know. Nairobi: Institute for Development Studies 
(IDS). 
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68. Kanyinga, Karuti with Aliber, M., Walkers, C., Machera, M., Kamau, P., and Omondi, C., 
2003. The Impact of HIV/AIDS on Land Rights. Case Studies from Kenya. Rome: FAO 

 
69. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2000. Redistribution from above: The Politics of Land Rights and 

Squatting in Coastal Kenya. Uppsala: Nordic Africa Institute. 
 

70. Kanyinga, Karuti. 1998.  Ethnicity, Party Politics and Electoral Process in Kenya - The 1997 
Multi-party General Elections (pp10-16). With  Arne Tostensen et al (ed), Kenya’s Hobbled 
Democracy Revisited: The 1997 Elections in Retrospect and Prospect. Human Rights Report 
No. 2. Norwegian Institute of Human Rights, 1998.   

 
71. Kanyinga, Karuti.1998. Civil Society and Politics of Democratisation in Kenya; the 1997 

elections (pp 30-33). Contribution in Arne Tostensen et al (ed), Kenya’s Hobbled Democracy 
Revisited: The 1997 Elections in Retrospect and Prospect. Human Rights Report No. 2. 
Norwegian Institute of Human Rights, 1998. 

 
SELECTE PRESENTATIONS AT INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES 
 
1. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2016. Political parties and electoral violence in Africa: State of play. 2016. 

A paper presented at forum organised by International IDEA in Cape Verde, 19-26 
September 2016. 

 
2. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2016. Political parties and electoral violence in Africa: State of play. 2016. 

A paper presented at forum organised by International IDEA in Cape Verde, 19-26 
September 2016. 

 
3. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2016. Kenya's post-2007 election violence. A presentation to visiting 

scholars from St. Lawrence University, US, visiting Nairobi 5 July 2016. 
 
4. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2015. Decentralisation and Development in Kenya: the economic and 

political consequences of devolution. A paper delivered at Oxford University, London, 23 
February 2015.  
 

5. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2015. Political Economy of Devolution. A paper presented at a conference 
organised for the public university by the Commission for the Implementation of Devolution, 
Maseno, Kisumu, 8-9 April 2015. 

 
6. Kanyinga, Karuti., Kivuva Joshua., Monji Glorai. 2014. Climate change in Kenya: 

perceptions from below and implications for governance and development. IDS Mimeo 
 

7. Climate Change and Governance in Kenya. 2014. A paper prepared for policy practitioners 
and presented at a workshop in Nairobi, December 2014. IDS, Nairobi. 
 

8. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2011. Political Economy of Agricultural Policy Making in Kenya. A paper 
prepared and presented at preparatory regional research project on political economy of 
agricultural policies in Africa, organised by University of Sussex, Nairobi, January 2011. 
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9. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2012. Kenya: Democracy and Political Participation. A Discussion Paper 
presented in a validation workshop organized by the Open Society Initiative for East Africa 
and AfriMap as a dissemination forum for a research project by IDS and funded under 
Afrimap, and presented in an international forum on Kenya, Nairobi, Kenya. 

 
10. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2009. ‘Hobbling Together: the Kenya Grand Coalition Government’, a 

Paper Presented in an International Researchers Workshop at the American University (AU), 
Washington D.C. April 2009.  

 
11. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2009. ‘The Status of Agenda 4 Reforms’ presentation at ‘The Kenya 

National Dialogue and Reconciliation: One Year Later’ a conference organised by the Kofi 
Annani Foundation, Geneva Switzerland, March 2009. 

 
12. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2007. ‘The African NGOs: An Overview of History, Current Dilemmas 

and the Future’ a paper prepared for ‘The African Summit of Civil Society Organisations: 
Taking Stock, drawing lessons, and harnessing our collective potential’, organized by 
MWENGO and UN-HABITAT, Nairobi, 17-19 January 2007. 

 
13. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2004. ‘Its our turn to eat: John Lonsdale, Ethnicity and Inequality in 

Kenya’, a paper presented at a conference on Political Economy of Kenya: Past and Present', 
St. Antony's College, Oxford University, UK, 27 - 28 May 2004. 

 
14. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2004: Kenya Country Case Study for ‘The New Anti-Corruption 

Governments: The Challenge of Delivery’. A research report presented during International 
Workshop on The New Anti-Corruption Governments: the Challenge of Delivery’ Organised 
by Transparency International – Kenya and The Government of Kenya. Nairobi: Safari Park 
Hotel, 12-13 October 2004. 

 
15. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2004.  ‘Contradictions of Neo-liberalism: Human Rights NGOs, Donors 

and Governance in Kenya’, A paper prepared for a Workshop on ‘Human Rights in East 
Africa: Emergent themes, challenges and tensions’, organized by Mazingira Institute and 
Human Rights Centre, SUNY, Buffalo Law School, Nairobi, 9-10 October 2004. 

 
16. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2003. Civil Society in Kenya: Contributions to democracy and 

development, Country Paper, Prepared for and on behalf of the National Council of NGOs 
and presented at the Commonwealth Regional Consultations workshop, Eastern and Southern 
Africa Region, Nairobi, Kenya, 23-27 June 2003. 

 
17. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2003. ‘Parliament Relations with Lower Levels of Government’, a 

technical paper presented to the Constitution of Kenya Review Commission (CKRC), March 
2003, appearing in Vol. 5. Technical Appendices Part 3, CKRC Technical Report of 2003. 

 
18. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2001. The Politics of Land Rights in Kenya. A paper presented in ‘African 

Studies Association’ 2001 Annual Meeting, Houston, Texas USA. 
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19. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2001. Re-examining political change in Africa: The Politics of Transition 
and Constitutional Reforms in Kenya’, A paper presented in ‘African Studies Association’ 
2001 Annual Meeting, Houston, Texas USA. 

 
20. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2001. Taking Stock of Political Liberalization: The Youth and Opposition 

Politics in Kenya’, a paper presented in conference on Youth in Africa, organized by Amherst 
College 9-11 November 2001. 

 
21. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2000. Governance in contemporary Kenya: Politics of citizenship, 

leadership and security.  A paper prepared for international conference and organised by for 
the Department of Sociology, University of Nairobi. 

 
22. Kanyinga, Karuti. 1999. "Into the new millennium in Kenya: Reconstructing civil society 

from below”. A paper prepared with support from the Commonwealth and presented at a 
regional workshop on “Civil society in the New Millennium” organised by MWENGO and 
the National Council of NGOs in Kenya, Panafric Hotel, Nairobi, Kenya, May 5-6, 1999. 

 
23. Kanyinga, Karuti. 1999. ‘Land, Politics and Accumulation in Contemporary Kenya: State 

Practices and Reproduction of Political Tribalism’, a Paper prepared for a synthesis 
conference on Structural Adjustment and Social political Change in Sub-Saharan Africa, 
organized by the Nordic Africa Institute, Copenhagen, 3-5, December 1998.  

 
24. Kanyinga, Karuti. 1998. with Njuguna Ng’ethe, African NGOs in Democratisation and 

Governance: Challenges and Prospects (Illustrated with a case study of NGOs in Kenya, A 
Paper prepared for a conference on  "African Regional Consultation For Non-Governmental 
Organizations". Organized by the Conference of Non-governmental Organizations in 
Consultative Relationship with the United Nations (CONGO) Kampala, Uganda, February 
23-27. 

 
25. Kanyinga, Karuti. 1998. Consolidation of Democracy in a Divided Society: Rethinking the 

Role of Civil Society Institutions and Donor Agencies in Kenya (Paper Presented in a 
Workshop between Human Rights NGOs and Donor Agencies, Organized by Centre for 
Governance and Development, 11 - 12 April, 1996, Safari Park Hotel). 

 
26. Kanyinga, Karuti. 1996. Building Capacity for Democratic and Sustainable NGO's Work: 

Discussion Notes (A paper presented in a workshop on `Coordinated Civic Education for the 
1997 General Election and Beyond,' organized by RECAP-ICJ; IED; 4Cs; KENFAD; and 
CRIC - Silver Springs Hotel, 8-10th Feb, 1996, Nairobi, Kenya).  

 
27. 1993:Non-Governmental Organizations in Kenya: NGO-State Relations in a Changing 

Society (A Paper, presented at the festival seminars on Images of Africa; Copenhagen, 
Denmark, 12 June to 3rd July. 

 
28. 1992. Mobilizing local resources for Sustainable Development in the ASALs: Discussion 

notes on the role of NGO's (A Paper presented at the third conference on the future of Maasai 
Pastoralists in Kajiado, 23 to 26 August 1992. 
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29. 1992:. Development Communication Needs for NGOs and Donors: An Overview of Issues 
(A paper presented in a symposium on Development Communication Needs, Organized by 
Development Horizons Trust, Fairview Hotel, Nairobi, 25th Feb.1992. 

 
30. 1991: Debt and Development in Africa: Alternative Approaches to Adjustment and Debt 

relief ( A paper presented in a workshop on Churches and NGOs forum on Structural 
Adjustment Program and Debt in Kenya organized by the National Council of Churches of 
Kenya). 

 
31.  1991: "Sustainable Development in the Arid and Semi-Arid Lands (ASALs) of Kenya: The 

Role of NGOs, A perspective on Local Capacity Building Strategies", A paper prepared for 
the Workshop on NGOs/Community Leadership Working Improved Network in the Nomadic 
Pastoralist Communities of Kenya, organized by UNICEF/UNSO, Nairobi. 

 
32. 1991: `In Search of Debt Crisis' Solution: Structural Adjustment Programs (SAPs); Re-

colonization or Alternatives?  A paper presented in a Workshop on `The Debt and Economic 
Crisis in Africa" organized by The National Council of Churches of Kenya, NCCK, Nairobi. 

 
33.  1991: NGOs in Kenya: The Context of NGOs Coordination Act of 1990 in Kenya. (a 

paper co-authored with Dr. Njuguna Ng’ethe, presented in IDS/NGOs Workshop on NGOs 
Co-ordination Act 1990 held at hotel Milimani, February 1991). 

 
34. 1989: "The Role of Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in Creating Local Capacity for 

Development: The Case of Meru District, Kenya - A Research Note. (A Paper presented in a 
Workshop on "Into the Nineties: Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) During the 
Current Development Plan and Beyond", Milimani Hotel, Nairobi, Kenya, August 1989, 
(IDS/KNCSS). 

 
35. 1988: "Non-Governmental Organization (NGOs) in Development with Special Reference to 

Local Capacity Creation in Meru District: A Research Proposal.  Department of Government, 
University of Nairobi. 

 
WORKSHOP REPORTS/PROCEEDINGS 
 
1. 1997: (With Njuguna Ngethe and Musambayi Katumanga): From Sessional Paper No.10 to 

Structural Adjustment: Towards Indigenizing the policy debate, Workshop Report, IPAR WR 
401/1997. 

 
2. 1994: (With Susan Ibutu. Eds): Report of Proceedings of the workshop on Structural 

Adjustment Program in Kenya: Impact on Lives of Women, Nairobi: National Council of 
Churches of Kenya (NCCK) 1994. 

 
3. March 1991:"The NGOs Co-ordination Act, 1990 (No. 19 of 1990): Concerns and 

Recommendations of NGOs on the Act; A Report by the NGOs Standing Committee.   
 
4. April 1991:"A Report of the proceedings of IDS/NGOs Workshop, on NGOs Co-ordination 

Act, 1990 (Act No. 19 of 1990 of Laws of Kenya)", Hotel Milimani, Nairobi. 
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5. May 1991: Report of proceedings of the NGOs Standing Committee Reporting back' 

workshop on the NGOs Co-ordination Act, Workshop held at Pan Africa Hotel, Nairobi. 
 
6. October 1991: NGOs Co-ordination Act 1991 (Repeal and Miscellaneous Amendments Bill 

1991): report of the proceedings of the Workshop - prepared for and on behalf of the NGOs 
standing Committee.   

 
7. December 1991: Churches and NGOs forum on Structural Adjustments and Debts in Kenya: 

Proceedings of the workshop held from 19th -22nd of November 1991, Limuru Conference 
Centre. 

 
POLICY/CONSULTANCY/COMMISSIONED STUDIES/REPORTS 
 
 
1. World Bank, 2019. Devolution and Service Delivery. On going assignment. 
 
2. UNODC, 2018. Baseline Survey on Administration of Justice and Alternatives to 

Imprisonment in Kenya, Nairobi: UNODC. 
 

3. World Bank, 2018. Kenya – National Education Strategic Plan 2018-2022, Appraisal Report. 
Contracted by the World Bank to prepare an appraisal report on the education sector report. 

 
4. Gatsby Africa 2018: Political Economy of the Commercial Forestry Sector in Kenya: 

Contracted by Gatsby Africa to conduct analysis of political economy constraints to 
commercial forestry in order to compare with international case studies. 
 

5. DANIDA 2018: The 2017 Elections and Implications for Kenya: a Political Economy Analysis. 
Contracted by DANIDA through NIRAS to analyze the situation after the 2017 general 
elections and its implications for Kenya. 
 

6. World Bank, 2017/18: Mid-Term Review of Kenya Accountable Devolution Programme 
(KADP). Contracted by the World Bank to undertake a mid term review (qualitative) of the 
Bank’s devolution programme. 

 
7. DFID/PwC 2017/18: Kenya, Elections 2017: Long-term Monitoring and Early Warning 

Project, contracted by PriceWaterhouseCoopers (PwC) to carry out the project on behalf of 
DfID, East Africa Regional Research Hub. 
 

8. Office of the Auditor General: 2016. Socio-Economic Audit of Constitution of Kenya, 2010. 
A Report of the Working Group on Audit of the Constitution of Kenya 2010, established by 
the Parliament of Kenya, Budget and Appropriations Committee of the National Assembly. 
 

9. Devolution and County Capacity in Kenya: An Assessment of 22 Counties. A report 
submitted to Agile and Harmonised Assistance to Devolved Initiatives (AHADI), a project of 
USAID contracted through MoU with IDS, University of Nairobi. 
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10. County Capacity Assessment (CCA) in three Counties: Kakamega, Vihiga, Nandi and 
Turkana. Reports submitted to Agile and Harmonised Assistance to Devolved Initiatives 
(AHADI), a project of USAID contracted through MoU with IDS, University of Nairobi. 

 
11. DAI: 2016/17 – Kenya: Political Economy Analysis – Reflections for Deepening Democracy 

Programme. Nairobi: DAI. 
 
12. Oxford Policy Management Institute (OPMI) 2017– Political Economy of the Extractives 

Sector in Kenya with specific reference to Oil and Mining. K-Expro Project by DfID, 
Nairobi. 

 
13. World Bank, Kenya, 2015/16: Rapid Assessment of Political Economy of Devolution on 

Health Sector in Kenya. 
 

14. NEPAD. 2015. Democracy and Political Governance in Kenya: Background Paper for the 
African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM). NEPAD, South Africa. 
 

15. USAID: Devolution and revenue mobilisation in Kenya. 2016: An Applied Political 
Economy Assessment Report. 2016. Nairobi: USAID Kenya/East Africa. 
 

16. World Bank: Political Economy of Devolution. 2015: Public Finance Management and 
Human Resource in the Counties. 2015.  Nairobi: The World Bank Regional Office. 
 

17. With George Larbi and others. 2014. Republic of Kenya: Governance and Political Economy 
for Results. Nairobi: The World Bank Regional Office 

 
18. Climate change and governance in Kenya. Challenges and prospects. 2014. - a report by IDS 

to PwC on behalf of CDKN 
 

19. Great Lakes Region Countries through UNSOA. 2014. Monitoring Progress in 
Implementation of the Peace, Security and Cooperation Framework for the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo and the Region. 

 
20. Democracy and political participation in Kenya. 2014. Reported contracted to IDS by 

OSIEA/AfriMap. 
 
21. With Kivuva, Joshua. 2013. African Governance Report III: Kenya Country Profile. 

UNDP/UNECA through IDS, 2013. 
22. With Collins Odotte and Francis Ang’ila. 2010. Strategic Plan on governance interventions 

for Open Society Initiative for West Africa (OSIWA), report commissioned and submitted to 
OSIWA, Dakar, Senegal. 
 

23. Kenya: 2010/13: Monitoring Progress in implementation of the ‘The Kenya National 
Dialogue and Reconciliation project’ for the Panel of Eminent African Personalities and 
presented to the government through the Kenya National Dialogue and Reconciliation team, 
April, 2010. 
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24. Kenya: 2010: ‘The Kenya National Dialogue and Reconciliation Progress Review Reports’ 

prepared for the Panel of Eminent African Personalities and presented to the government 
through the Kenya National Dialogue and Reconciliation team, July 2010. 
 

25. Kenya: 2009. Diagnostic on Governance and Political Economy - Constraints for 
Development Effectiveness, a draft discussion report submitted to the World Bank in 
preparation of the Kenya Country Strategy. 
 

26. With Heather Marquette, Philip Amis, Danielle Beswick. 2008. Power and Change Analysis: 
Kenya SGCA. A Strategic Governance and Corruption Assessment by the University of 
Birmingham and submitted to the Royal Netherlands Embassy 
 

27. Kanyinga, Karuti, Pauline Nyamweya and Carl Wesselink. 2008. Hivos and support to 
democracy and human rights CSOs in Kenya. Commissioned by Hivos, Netherlands 

 
28. David Everatt, Atsango Chesoni, and Karuti Kanyinga. 2007. Gender and Governance in 

Kenya. Report for UNIFEM Kenya. 
 
29. With Pauline Nyamweya. 2007. Log frame workshop - Contracted by UNICEF to design a 

logical framework for the UNICEF Kenya Country Office with participation of key staff 
members. 

 
30. With Maxime Rwendeya, Kirianki M. 2007. Rwanda: Building a Bright Future – Civic and 

Voter Education Facilitator’s Manual. National Civic Education Programme of Rwanda. 
 
31. With David Everatt. 2004/6. Governance, Justice, Law and Order Sector (GJLOS) Joint 

Review reports 1 – 4, Ministry of Justice and Constitutional Affairs through the Programme 
Coordination Office. 

 
32. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2006. Peace, security and development programme on coastal Kenya. 

DANIDA, Kenya 
 
33. With team. 2006. Governance Programme for the European Union 10 EDF for Sudan. 

Submitted to the European Commission, Sudan 
 
34. With Paul Savage and Tom Mogeni. 2006. Capacity building of civil society organisations in 

South Sudan and dissemination of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA). Programme 
under PACT Sudan 
 

35. With Salim Simba, Paul Omach, Perry Aritua and Tom Mogeni. 2005. Building a Better 
Uganda: A Civic Education Facilitators Source Book. Uganda Human Rights Commission. 
 

36. With Earnest Mallya, and Laureen Ndumbaro. 2004. Raia Makini: A Resource Book and 
Curriculum for Voter and Civic Education for Tanzania Elections 2005. Submitted to UNDP 
Tanzania. 

 



Karuti Kanyinga, PhD; Curriculum Vitae –March 2019 
 

 15 

37. With Charlotte Karlsen. 2004. A feasibility study on Non-State Actors (NSAs) role in 
implementation of Cotonou Agreement. European Commission, Kenya 

 
38. With Peter Wanyande, Okoth Okombo, Geoffrey Njeru, Lawrence Mute, and Carl Wesselink, 

2003. A Curriculum; A Handbook; and A Trainers’ Manual for the Kenya National Civic 
Education Programme (NCEP). Materials prepared for the Kenya National Civic Education 
Programme through Department for International Development (DFID Kenya). 

 
39. Kanyinga, Karuti. 2002-2003. Electoral and party politics around the 2002 General Elections 

in Kenya: Information tool kit for Donor Information Centre on Elections (DICE-K) DICE-K 
website: www.kenyaelections2002.org 

 
40. With Arne Tostensen and Agnes Abuom. 2003. MS (Danish International Development 

NGO) in Kenya.  Submitted to Chr. Michelsen Institute, Bergen, Norway. 
 

41. With Charlotte Ornemark and Raphael Mwai. 2002. Institutional Analysis of Non-state 
Actors in Kenya on behalf of DFID-East Africa. Submitted to DFID through the European 
Commission Development Policy Management – ECDPM. 

 
42. With team.1999: Kenya’s Enhanced Public Administration and Participatory Development 

Program. Submitted to UNDP Kenya.  
 

43. With Leslie Fox, and Carolyn Long. 2000. Government – NGO Relations in the Greater Horn of 
Africa: Kenya Country Study.  Institute for Development Research (IDR), Boston, and USAID, 
Washington. 

 
44. Kanyinga, Karuti. 1999. A study on NGOs and Government Relations in Kenya’s Development 

Space: clarifying popular Concepts to create a common understanding: GTZ, Kenya. 
 
PARTICIPATION IN (SELECT) INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES/EVENTS  
 
1. 2018. Lagos, Nigeria. Fiscal Stability Conference, organised by Nigeria Deposit Insurance 

Cooperation and partnership with regional committee of the International Association of Deposit 
Insurance, Lagos, Nigeria. 
 

2. 2018. Harare, Zimbabwe. Participated as a team member for the AU Short-Term International 
Election Observer Mission for the  Zimbabwe Harmonized Elections, July 23 – August 3, 2018. 
 

3. 2018. Manchester, United Kingdon. Participated at a workshop on Politics of “Agriculture, 
technology and Green Revolutions”, organised by the University of Manchester, Manchester, 
May 8-9, 2018. 

 
4. 2018. Faciliatated the 5th Annual Devolution Conference through USAID/AHADI, April 23-27, 

2018. 
 
5. 2017. Facilitated the 4th Annual Devolution Conference, “Devolution – Transforming Lives: 

Tell your Story” through USADI/AHADI, May 2017. 
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6. 2016. Participated in World Bank’s 2017 World Development Report Advisory Panel meeting 

for the 2017 Annual Report “Governance and the Law”, Washington, D.C. April 16, 2016. 
 
7. 2015. Participated in International IDEA Africa Regional Programme and Strategy Meeting, 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, September 1-2, 2015. 
 
8. 2014. Participated at an international workshop on pluralism organized by Global Centre for 

Pluralism and IDRC, Ottawa, February 14, 2014. 
 
9. 2010. The Kenya National Dialogue and Reconciliation Agreements: Two Years on. A 

background paper presented in an International Conference on ‘Kenya – the KNDR Agreements 
Two Years On’ organised by the Kofi Annan Foundation, Nairobi, 3 December 2010.  
 

10. 2010. Participated and presented a paper at the Inception Workshop of the Nordic Africa 
Institute (NAI) Research Cluster on Conflict, Displacement and Transformation, Uppsala, 
Sweden. October 2010. 

 
11. 2010. Participated and presented a paper in an international conference ‘Moving Forward with 

Constitutional Reform in Kenya’ organised by the Africa Programme, Centre for Strategic and 
International Studies (CSIS), and the National Democratic Institute (NDI) for International 
Affairs, Washington, D.C. September 2010. 
 

12. 2010. Presented a paper at an international symposium on ‘Gendered Terrain: Women’s Rights 
and Access to Land in Africa’ organised by the International Development Research Centre 
(IDRC), Ottawa office, held in Nairobi, September 2010. 
 

13. 2010. Participated as a discussant in a workshop on ‘Elections and Management of Diversity in 
Africa’ organised by the United Nations Economic Commission on Africa, Dakar, Senegal, 
March 2010. 
 

14. 2010. Participated at an Open Society Institute consultations on ‘politics in Kenya and what the 
conservatives would do’, a meeting organised by OSI to consult with the Shadow Minister for 
International Development, London, January, 2010. 
 

15. 2009. Presented a paper in a regional workshop on ‘Gender, Women’s Land Rights, and 
Decentralisation’, organised by the Centre for Basic Rights (CBR), Kampala, Uganda, 
November 2009. 

 
16. 2008. Participated in a Preparatory Workshop on a ‘Thematic Approach to the African 

Governance Report (AGR III), organized by UN-ECA and held in Kigali, Rwanda July 2009. 
 
17. 2009. Participated and presented a paper in workshop on ‘Inclusive Governments’ organised by 

the American University, African Studies Centre, Washington D.C. April 2009. 
 
18. 2009. Represented IDS in Ghana in consultations on conceptualising a project on ‘Donor 

Proliferation and State Capacity in Africa’ Accra, Ghana, June 2009. 
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19. 2009: Participated in an International Conference ‘Kenya: The Status of Agenda 4 Reforms’ 

organised by the Kofi Annan Foundation, Geneva, Switzerland, March 2009. 
 

20. 2008. Participated in the launch of the Monash University Advisory Council of Global 
Movements Research Node’, Monash University, Johannesburg, South Africa, November 2008. 

 
21. 2008. Participated in the Council for Development of Social Science Research in Africa 

(CODESRIA) selection committee meeting to interview and appoint senior researchers for the 
Council, Dakar, Senegal, July 2008. 

 
22. 2008. Participated in a research project workshop meeting on ‘Future Agricultures’ organised by 

the Future Agricultures Consortium of IDS, Sussex, UK, October 2008. 
 
23. 2008. Beyond the Periodic Elections: Ethnicity, Grievances and the Post-2007 Election Violence 

in Kenya’ a presentation at a workshop on Kenya and organised by Makerere University, 
Kampala, Uganda, April 2008. 

 
24. 2008. Participated in Open Society Institute meeting on Open Governance, organised by the 

Open Society Foundations, Dakar, Senegal, February 2008. 
 
25. 2007. Participated in IDS research team in a workshop on ‘Donor Proliferation and State 

Capacity’, organised by the Institute of Development Studies (IDS), Sussex, UK, July 2007. 
 
26. 2006. Participated and presented a paper at a workshop on ‘States Die Hard: Considering States 

in light of Nation and Ethnic Groups’, Japan Centre for Area Studies of the National Museum of 
Ethnicity, Tokyo, Japan, April 2006. 

 
27. 2006. Participated as a discussant in CODESRIA’s  Multinational Working Group on 

Citizenship and Identity in Africa, Dakar, Senegal, 2006. 
 
28. 2005. Participated in a symposium on political development in East Africa organised by the 

department of political science and public Administration, University of Dar Es Salaam, 
Zanzibar, May 2005. 

 
29. 2004. The Non-Profit Sector in Kenya. Institute for Development Studies, University of Nairobi, 

Research Findings Dissemination Workshop held in Kampala, Uganda. April 2004. 
 
30. 2004. The Non-Profit Sector in Kenya. Institute for Development Studies, University of Nairobi, 

Research Findings Dissemination Workshop held in Dar es Salaam July 2004. 
 
31. 2001. Dying or Growing? Volunteering in Kenya. A paper presented at a CIVICUS workshop in 

Cape Town, South Africa, February 2001. 
 
PAPERS/PRESENTATION AT NATIONAL WORKSHOPS/EVENTS 
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32. 2018. South - South Cooperation: Questions on China in Africa, a Presentation to faculty and 
students of Tshinguai University, at University of Nairobi, August 28, 2018 
 

33. 2018. Structure of Government of Kenya: An Overview, a Presentation to faculty and 
students of Tshinguai University, at University of Nairobi, August 29, 2018 
 

34. 2018. Greivances over ethnicised centre: devolution and development in Kenya, Presentation 
at IDS, University of Nairobi, May 17, 2018 
 

35. 2018. Challenges to National Cohesion in Kenya, Presentation at National Cohesion and 
Integration Commission (NCIC) meeting with Parliamentary Committee on National 
Cohesion, Mombasa, Marina Hotel, May 24, 2018. 

 
36. 2018. Towards Issue Based Politics and Governance in Kenya: Where are we now? A 

presentation at a CEO’s workshop organized by Vision 2030 Secretariat, May 30, 2018. 
 
37. 2018. Greivances over ethnicised centre: devolution and development in Kenya, Presentation 

at IDS, University of Nairobi, May 17, 2018. 
 
38. 2018. Public Participation in Kenya: What is it and why is it not working. A presentation at a 

workshop for County Governors and organized by USAID/AHAD to sensitize on importance 
of public participation in development, Nairobi, Safari Park Hotel, February 13, 2018. 

 
39. 2017. Marginalisation in Kenya: Origins, trends, and policy solutions. 2017. Paper presented 

at a workshop organised by the Commission on Allocation of Revenue (CRA), Kenya. 2017. 
Nairobi, July 12, 2017. 
 

40. 2017. Kenya and the August 2017 elections: A review of Key Drivers. A presentation made 
to the Commonwealth Foundation International Observers under the Chairmanship of former 
Ghanian President John Mahama, 1 August 2017.  

 
41. 2017. Politics and development in Kenya. Paper presented to visiting group of Danish 

Teachers, IDS, University of Nairobi, 17 January 2017. 
 
42. 2016. The new politics of development in Kenya. 2016. A paper presented at the British High 

Commission, Nairobi, 27 June 2016. 
 
43. 2016. Wanjiku decides: strengthening electoral integrity in Africa, a keynote address at a 

forum organised by Hans Siedel Foundation, Nairobi, July 2016. 
 
44. 2016. Development dividends: Devolution and the new politics of development in Kenya. A 

presentation at the Devolution Study Group (DSG) organised by AHADI, Nairobi, 28 April 
2016. 
 

45. 2016. Political parties and electoral violence in Africa: State of play. 2016. A paper presented 
at forum organised by International IDEA in Cape Verde, 19-26 September 2016 
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46. 2016. Kenya's post-2007 election violence. A presentation to visiting scholars from St. 
Lawrence University, US, visiting Nairobi 5 July 2016. 

 
47. 2016. Political economy of Kenya: Testing DANIDA's Assumptions. Paper presented at the 

Royal Danish Embassy, Nairobi, 29 September 2016. 
 
48. 2015. Political economy of devolution and service delivery in Kenya. Presentation at a 

Universities workshop organized by Commission on Implementation of the Constitution 
(CIC), Kisumu, April 2015 

 
49. 2015. A new theory of interpreting the constitution? A political economy approach to 

interpreting Kenya's constitution, presentation at the Judges Colloquium, 2-6 August 2015 
 
50. 2015. Geographies of Justice and the courts in Kenya. Distribution of courts after the 

promulgation of the 2010 Constitution. A presentation at the 2015 Judges colloquium. 2-6 
August 2015. 
 

51. 2014. Kanyinga, Karuti., Kivuva Joshua., Monji Glorai. 2014. Climate change in Kenya: 
perceptions from below and implications for governance and development. IDS Mimeo. 

 
52. 2014. Devolution in Kenya. Vision and reality. A presentation at workshop organized by the 

Judiciary Training Institute, 13 October 2014. 
 
53. 2014. Inter-governmental relations and service delivery in Kenya. Presentation at a 

conference by CIC, Kismumu 27 September 2014. 
 
54. 2014. Kenya: One year on after the 2013 elections. A presentation at a Donor Round Table 

meeting, European Union, Nairobi, March 2014. 
 
55. 2014. The 2010 Constitution of Kenya: the challenge of implementation. A presentation at a 

workshop organised by University of Nairobi Elimika project, 23 September 2014. 
 
56. 2013. Righting the Wrongs: Devolution, Ethnicity, and the Marginalized in Kenya. A paper 

presented at workshop on Kenya and South Africa’s Constitution Study Workshop, 
Organized by Katiba Institute, August 15, 2013. 

 
57. 2013. Africa Progress Panel meeting, Geneva. A presentation on electoral integrity – at a 

workshop organised by the Africa Progress Panel, Kofi Annan Foundation, Geneva and 
Chaired by Kofi Annan. November 2013. 

 
58. 2012. The land question in Kenya: the socio-political context; a presentation to the Land and 

Environment Court Judges, Judiciary Training Institute 8 October 2012 
 
59. 2012. Kenya: Political economy  of CAADP engagement. Presentation in London, School of 

Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), 20 June 2012. 
 
60. 2011. Towards the Kenya 2012/13 general election: the main scenarios. A presentation at the 
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British High Commission, May 2011. 
 
61. 2011. Political economy of agricultural policy making in Kenya. Presentation at a workshop 

organised by Futures Agriculture research project, Addis Ababa, 30 October 2011. 
 
62. 2011. Ethnicity and governance in Kenya. A presentation at a workshop by the Canadian High 

Commission, Canadian High Commission, Nairobi, 6 December 2011. 
 

63. 2011. The Kenya National Dialogue and Reconciliation Agreements: Two Years on. A 
background paper presented in an International Conference on ‘Kenya – the KNDR Agreements 
Two Years On’ organised by the Kofi Annan Foundation, Nairobi, 2011. 

 
64. 2010. ‘The Referendum and Possible Scenarios: Implications for the Agenda 4 Commissions’, a 

paper presented at a national symposia on ‘Agenda 4 Commissions and the Referendum’, 
organised by the National Cohesion and Integration Commission, Nairobi, July 2010. 
 

65. 2010. ‘the National Accord and progress towards a New Constitution’, review report presented 
to the Kenya National Dialogue and Reconciliation mediation team under the auspices of the 
Panel of Eminent African Personalities chaired by Mr. Kofi Annan, Nairobi, July 2010. 
 

66. 2009. ‘Post-2007 Kenya: Challenges to Security, Development, and Governance’, Presentation 
at GTZ country office annual meeting, Naivasha, June 2009 

 
67. 2009. ‘The Kenya post-2007 election crisis: what and why’, presented at Donor Democracy 

Group meeting, Nairobi, May 2009 
 
68. 2009. ‘The status of Agenda 4 Reforms’, presented to the National Dialogue and Reconciliation 

Team, April, July and December 2009. 
 
69. 2009. ‘Political Economy of Contemporary Kenya’, presented to the World Bank, April 2009. 
 
70. 2008. ‘The Kenya Political Conflict: The context and way forward’ presented to HIVOS staff, 

the Hague, Netherlands. 
 
71. 2008. ‘Civil society and the new social-political dispensation in Kenya: discussion notes’, 

presented to Kenya CSOs national forum, May 2008. 
 
72. 2007. ‘Ethnicity, Politics and the 2007 General Elections in Kenya’, presentation at a meeting by 

Norwegian Embassy, January 2007. 
 
73. 2007. ‘When the Context Matters: the 2007 General Elections in Kenya’, a presentation to the 

Commonwealth Observers team, December 2007. 
 
74. 2007. ‘Politics around the 2007 General Elections: the role of Religious Organisations’, National 

Council of Churches of Kenya, June 2007. 
 
75. 2007. ‘Indigenous Values, Accountability and Governance: the role of Ethnicity in Kenya’s 
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Development’ presentation at a workshop organised by Les Aspin Centre, US., held in Nairobi, 
August 2007. 

 
76. 2004. The Non-profit Sector in Kenya: Structure, Scope and Financing. Dissemination 

Workshop, Nairobi, Serena Hotel, April 2004. 
 
77. 2004. Politics and Society in Kenya. Presentation to EU donors. Nairobi. April 2004 
 
78. 2004. Political Economy of Kenya and its implications for donors. A presentation to EU Country 

Strategy meeting, April 2004. 
 
79. 2003. The 2002 General Election Results: Some Observations. Donors briefing note. April 2003. 
 
80. 2002. The 2002 General Election: The social-political and economic context. A presentation to 

the Carter Centre Observation Group led by H.E. Kenneth Kaunda, Former President of Zambia. 
Norfolk Hotel, Nairobi, December 2002. 

 
81. 2002. Elections and the Political of Kenya. The 2002 General Elections in perspective. A 

presentation to the Commonwealth Team of Election Observers. December 2002. 
 
ADVICE/INSTRUCTION/SUPERVISION OF GRADUATE STUDENTS 
 
PhDs 
 
1. Kinyeki, Julius. 2017. Reconstruction and Recovery Process of the Post 2017/18 Post-

Election Violence Victims in Kenya, PhD, University of Witwatersrand, Wits School of 
Governance, Johannesburg, South Africa. 
 

2. Njeru, Geoffrey Runji. 2016. ‘Agricultural Entrepreneurship, Innovation, and Poverty 
Reduction: A case study of Improved Fruit and Dairy Farming in Mbeere, Eastern Province, 
Kenya’. PhD in Development Studies, Institute for Development Studies, University of 
Nairobi.  

 
3. Long, James, D., 2011. How Do Voters Decide? Ethnicity and Performance in African 

Elections. PhD in Political Science, University of California, San Diego. 2011.  
 
4. Owuoche, Solomon Otieno. 2011. Faith-Based Organisations and Institutionalisation of 

Democracy in Kenya: A study of the National Council of Churches of Kenya (NCCK), PhD 
in Political Science, Department of Political Science, Maseno University.  
 

5. Brass, Jennifer Naomi. 2010. ‘Surrogates for Government? NGOs and the State in Kenya’ 
PhD in Political Science in the Graduate Division of the University of California Berkeley.  

 
6. Mbugua Catherine, Development Policies and Youth Empowerment in Kenya. On going 

PhD work, IDS. 
 
7. Thiani, Evangelos Mwaura. Church and Development in Kenya. On going, PhD, IDS. 
 
 
MA Thesis 
 



Karuti Kanyinga, PhD; Curriculum Vitae –March 2019 
 

 22 

 
1. Catherine Bartange, 2016. NGO’s and Education in marginal communities: A case study of 

Turkana-Central. MA in Development Studies, IDS, Nairobi. 
 

2. Gikonyo, Elizabeth. 2015. Devolution and Citizens Participation in Local Development 
Projects. A case study of Nakuru CDF Projects. MA in Development Studies, IDS, Nairobi.. 
 

3. Philista Sang. 2014. The Role of the role of NGOs in conflict transformation: a case study of 
the catholic justice and peace commission in Lelan division, West Pokot County, Kenya 
 

4. Linda Wamalwa. 2014. Achieving Sustainable Public Sector Reforms: A Case Study of Tax 
Administration Reforms by the Kenya Revenue Authority. MA in Development Studies, IDS, 
Nairobi. 
 

5. Mureu, Charles. 2013. Securing Women’s Land Rights: A Case Study of Culture and 
Decentralized Land Administration System Systems. MA in Development Studies, IDS, 
Nairobi. 
 

6. Ndimu, Annastacia. 2013. Impact of Prison Reforms on Rehabilitation of Offenders in 
Kenya: A Case Study of Naivasha Maximum Security Prison. MA in Development Studies, 
IDS, Nairobi. 

 
7. Mbuvi, David. 2012. Youth Entrepreneurship and Sustainable Environmental Conservation. 

A case study of Kakamega Forest. MA in Development Studies, IDS, Nairobi.  
 
8. Mbai, Kinyota. 2011. Unskilled Casual Labour Work and Chronic Urban Poverty: A case 

study of Casual Workers in Nairobi, Kenya. MA in Development Studies. IDS, Nairobi.. 
 
9. Awino, Evalyne. 2010. Chronic poverty and HIV/AIDS home based care: a case study of 

Ukwala, Siaya district, Kenya. MA in Development Studies, IDS, Nairobi. 
 

10. Opondo, Vincent (2010). Escaping Poverty and Chronic Poverty through Rural 
Development: the Role of Agriculture with Reference to the Bar-Sauri Millenium Villages 
Project in Yala Division, Siaya District, Kenya. MA in Development Studies, University of 
Nairobi. 

 
11. Namekula, Anne, (2009). The role of local communities in eliminating child labour. a case 

study of watamu in malindi district, Kenya. MA in Development Studies, IDS, Nairobi. 
 
12. Obadia, Okinda, Migoro. (2007): Giving voice to the chronically poor: a study of people’s 

participation in projects funded by the constituencies development fund in ibeno location, 
nyaribari chache constituency, Kisii district. MA in Development Studies, IDS, Nairobi. 

 
13. Isika, Stancelous Mutua Peter. 2007. Post-Egalitarian Society: Participation of Women in 

Elective Political Leadership. Case study of Kangundo Division Machakos District, 
Ukambani. MA in Sociology, Department of Sociology, University of Nairobi. 

 
14. Kiura, Charles, M. (2004): Integrating Street Vendors in Urban Development: A case study 

on ‘Hawkers’ in Nairobi, Kenya. MA in Development Studies, IDS, Nairobi. 
 
15. Onyango, Aggrey (2003): Poverty Reduction Strategies Utilized by Non-Governmental 

Organizations (NGOs): The Case of Kisumu District, Kenya. MA in Development Studies, 
IDS, Nairobi. 
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16. Gatimu, Sebastian (2003): Are we Mortgaging our Lives? The Politics of Trusteeship and 

Development of Mwea Irrigation Scheme. MA in Development Studies, IDS, Nairobi. 
 
17. Masuku Mandla Mfundo. 2016/17.  Analysis of Institutional Gaps that Contribute to the 

Situation of Food Insecurity in Uthungulu, Northern Kwazulu-Natal. PhD Dissertation, 
University of Zululand (Examiner). 
 

18. Amidu, Alice Shameem. 2017.  Effectiveness of livelihoods in drought prone areas in 
Malawi: a case study of Chikwakwa - MA (examiner). 
 

19. Chinkwezule, Esau. 2017. The role of institutions in transparency and accountability in the 
mining sector in Malawi  - MA (Examiner). 

 
20. Mbewe, Lekeleni Calsandra. 2017. A political economy analysis of the appropriateness of 

area development committees in local development governance  - MA (Examiner) 
 

21. Mkandawire, Alice. 2016. Adaptation and Coping Strategies of Development Induced 
Displaced Households of Dwangwa, Nkhotota District – MA (Examiner). 
 

22. Kavinya, Felix Manrey. 2016. Socio-Economic Effects of  Rural Growth Centres on Rural 
Economy in Traditional Authority Mabulabo, Malawi – MA  (Examiner). 
 

23. Chitalo, Nellie Chimwemwe. 2016. Participation of people with disability in community 
based rehabilitation programme in Tradition Authority Chamba Machinga District – MA 
(Examiner). 
 

24. Mvula, Paul Frestus Steven. 2016. Investigating factors behind fiscal accountability 
performance in Zomba and Chitipa District Councils in Malawi – MA (Examiner). 
 

25. Kamowa, Tandizo. 2016. Vioence against women and its effect on women’s empowerment 
in Chikwawa – MA (Examiner). 

 
26. Gitau, Nancy. 2006. The Legal Autonomy and Effectiveness of the 8th Kenyan Parliament. 

MA in Political Science, Department of Political Science and Public Administration. 
University of Nairobi – MA (examiner). 
 

27. Nassor, Aley Soud. 2004. Effectiveness of the House of Representatives of Zanzibar in 
Making Bureaucracy Accountable. MA in Political Science, Department of Political Science 
and Public Administration, University of Dar es Salaam - MA  (examiner). 

 
28. Mkilima, E. A. Joeceliyne. 2004. Women Empowerment through Budget Process in 

Tanzania. A case study of Small Scale Traders under the Small Industries Development 
Organisation (SIDO). MA in Political Science, Department of Political Science and Public 
Administration, University of Dar es Salaam – MA (examiner). 

 
 
EXTERNAL EXAMINATION AND PEER REVIEW 
 



Karuti Kanyinga, PhD; Curriculum Vitae –March 2019 
 

 24 

1. Visiting Professor, University of Witwatersrand, Wits School of Governance (2017/2020) 
 

2. External Examiner, PhD, University of Zululand, Department of Anthropology and 
Development Studies, 2017. 
 

3. External Examination, Chancellor College, University of Malawi, 2016/17 to data. 
 

4. External Examiner, Development Studies, Department of History and Development Studies, 
Makerere University, Kampala (2007/10) 

 
5. External Examiner, Institute of Development Studies, Dar es Salaam University, 2007/9 -

2010 
 
6. External Moderator, Department of Political Science and Public Administration, University of 

Nairobi, 2009/2010 
 

7. External Examiner, Department of Development Studies, University of Dar es Salaam, 
2000/2001. 
 

8. External Examiner: University of Dar es Salaam, Department of Political Science and Public 
Administration (2003-2005) 

 
9. Peer Review of book Manuscript for CODESRIA; Peer Review of IDS Working Papers and 

Discussion Papers; Journal - Regional Development Dialogue. Book Review for Alliance 
Magazine – for Philanthropy and Social Investment World Wide (March 2001). 
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1. Co-Principal Investigator  2018. Rights and Resilience (RARE). A collaborative project by 

University of Nairobi; Copenhagen University; and Danish Institute of International Studies 
(DIIS). 
 

2. Coordinator. 2018. Cost – Benefit Analysis of Access to Justice in Kenya. A Collaboration 
project between IDS – UoN; the School of Law – UoN; Katiba Institute; and IDRC. 
 

3. Coordinator. 2016 - 2018. County Capacity Assessment under Devolution. A project 
commissioned by USAID/AHADI for IDS to assess capacity for county governments to 
delivery services under devolution. 
 

4. Deputy Leader/Coordinator. 2011/16. Rethinking social movements in East Africa: the rise 
and expiry of (un)civil societies and their transformative lessons to current civil society. 
University of Nairobi, IDS, two-year research project funded by the Ford Foundation, Eastern 
Africa Regional Office Nairobi. 
 

5. Project Co-Director: 2010-14: Elections and Management of Diversity. University of Nairobi, 
IDS, Commissioned Study by the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa through 
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Nairobi. 
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6. Country Co-coordinator. 2007-2012. Decentralisation and Women’s Lands Rights in Kenya. 

A collaborative research project between the Institute for Development Studies (IDS), 
University of Nairobi, and the Centre for Basic Research (CBR), Kampala, Uganda. Funded 
by the International Development Research Centre (IDRC), Ottawa. 2007-2010. 
 

7. Team Leader: 2010. IDS and IDRC Symposium of Governance, Aid and Development. A 
symposium organised by the IDS with financial support from the International Development 
Research Centre (IDRC). 

 
8. Country Coordinator and Team Leader: 2008-2010. Political participation in Kenya: An 

AfriMap Project. A project implemented by IDS, University of Nairobi, and funded by the 
Open Society Institute through the Open Society Initiative of East Africa.  

 
9. Assistant Editor. 2006 to date: Eastern Africa Journal of Development Research. A journal 

initiated with financial support from Trocaire and published by the IDS with the support of a 
regional editorial committee. 

 
10. Project Team Leader: 2007-2010. The 2007 Elections Research Project (Democratic Gains 

and Loses). A collaborative Research Project between Society for International Development 
(SID) and the Institute for Development Studies (IDS), Nairobi. Funded by the Danish 
International Development Assistance (DANIDA) and Swedish International Development 
Agency (SIDA), Nairobi. 

 
11. Team Member. 2007-2010. Donor Proliferation and State Capacity in Kenya. A research 

project by the Institute for Development Studies (IDS), Nairobi, with support from IDS, 
Sussex, and funding from the Ford Foundation.  

 
12. Team Leader and coordinator: 2006-2008. Rethinking Development Research in the Eastern 

Africa Region. A research project implemented by IDS with support from the International 
Development Research Centre, Nairobi, East African Regional Office. 

 
13. Team leader and coordinator: 2006-2007: Mapping and Publicising the Civil Society Sector 

in Kenya. A research project implemented by the IDS with support from the Aga Khan 
Development Network, Nairobi.  

 
14. Local Associate and coordinator 2000/2003. The Non-Profit Sector In Kenya. The Institute 

for Development Studies, University of Nairobi, and the Johns Hopkins University’s 
Comparative Non-Profit Sector Project. Funded by the Ford Foundation. 

 
15. Coordinator 2002/2003. ‘Globalisation and Citizenship in Africa’ a regional research project 

supported by the Council for Development of Social Science Research in Africa 
(CODESRIA).  

 
16. Coordinator. 1999/2000. of  Citizen Rights and the Constitutional Review process in Kenya’ 

Research project by International Development Research Centre (IDRC) to coordinate a 
programme on  
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17. Project Coordinator – Monitoring and Evaluation of Civic Education in Kenya by 

International Development Research Centre (IDRC). 
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3. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2018. “Expected break with past is still elusive” in Sunday Nation, March 
10, 2018. 
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poll” in Sunday Nation, November 18, 2017. 
 
11. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2017. “Election or no election, the country is more polarised than ever 

before” in Sunday Nation, October 21, 2017. 
 
12. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2017. “Uhuru and Raila should sit together, alone, and resolve to unite 

Kenya” in Sunday Nation, October 08, 2017. 
 
13. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2017. “Presidential petition exposed counsel as largely poorly prepared for 

task” in Sunday Nation, September 10, 2017. 
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14. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2017. “An open letter to governors: How to get quick wins in first three 
months” in Sunday Nation, August 27, 2017. 

 
15. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2017. “Voter rationality shaped poll outcome” in Sunday Nation, August 

13, 2017. 
 
16. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2017. “Marginalisation’ no longer a presidential campaign issue” in 

Sunday Nation, July 16, 2017. 
 
17. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2017. “Manifestos rich on promises, vague on delivery strategies” in 

Sunday Nation, July 01, 2017. 
 
18. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2017. “Election risks plunging us deeper into tribal division” in Sunday 

Nation, June 17, 2017. 
 
19. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2017. “Tribal alliances will continue to affect electoral process” in Sunday 

Nation, June 03, 2017. 
 
20. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2017. “Lessons from nominations” in Sunday Nation, May 20, 2017. 
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Sunday Nation, May 06, 2017. 
 
22. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2017. “Agriculture can help uproot poverty” in Sunday Nation, April 22, 
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March 25, 2017. 
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Sunday Nation, March 11, 2017. 
 
25. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2017. “Election is about Kenya, not voter mapping” in Sunday Nation, 

February 25, 2017. 
 
26. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2017. “Road to August election is bumpy” in Sunday Nation, January 28, 

2017. 
 
27. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2017. “Why government and NGOs aren’t friends” in Sunday Nation, 

January 15, 2017. 
 
28. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2017. “A new political settlement is required in Kenya going to 2022” in 

Sunday Nation, January 01, 2017. 
 
 
29. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2016. “Why elections fail integrity test.” in Sunday Nation, July 30, 2016. 
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30. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2016. “Mutunga’s legacy haunting Kenya in country's search for new 
Chief Justice.” in Sunday Nation, July 16, 2016. 

 
31. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2016. “Farmers’ problems began when politicians took over agriculture” in 

Sunday Nation, July 02, 2016. 
 
32. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2016. “Cord is aimless while Jubilee is clueless on electoral reforms” in 

Sunday Nation, June 18, 2016. 
 
33. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2016. “Why protests are turning violent” in Sunday Nation, June 04, 2016. 
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May 22, 2016. 
 
35. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2016. “We have more electoral problems than told” in Sunday Nation, 

May 08, 2016. 
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37. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2016. “Coast has serious issues that require sober heads to handle” in 

Sunday Nation, March 27, 2016. 
 
38. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2016. “Devolution good for Kenya but it might brew violence in 2017” in 

Sunday Nation, March 13, 2016. 
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42. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2016. “Self-interests have ruined institutions” in Sunday Nation, January 

16, 2016. 
 
43. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2016. “Three things government should focus on to make 2016 

memorable” in Sunday Nation, January 02, 2016. 
 
44. 2015 
 
45. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2015. “Conservatives in Jubilee have restored the old order toppled by 

Constitution” in Sunday Nation, December 26, 2015. 
 



Karuti Kanyinga, PhD; Curriculum Vitae –March 2019 
 

 29 

46. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2015. “To beat graft, open accounts to public scrutiny and enforce law” in 
Sunday Nation, December 19, 2015. 

 
47. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2015. “How roadside declarations replaced research as basis for national 

policies” in Sunday Nation, November 22, 2015. 
 
48. Kanyinga, Karuti, 2015.  “Cabinet Secretaries have failed to pull their weight” in Sunday 
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Nation, September 27, 2015. 
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1. 2017 World Development Report - Advisory Council Member, World Bank. 
 

2. Chair, Research Committee, Partnership for African Social and Governance Research, 
PASGR. 
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